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new jobs for the citizens of La Salle and the
surrounding area. Mayor Murphy’s innovative
efforts to address the critical infrastructure
problems of the city of La Salle and his vision
in seeing the potential of the UnLock 14
project to rejuvenate downtown La Salle will
also be long remembered and appreciated.

Mayor Paul Murphy has been a tireless pub-
lic servant and community supporter. His
many years of service leave a proud legacy of
accomplishment and a strong foundation of
achievement on which the city of La Salle can
build a better future for its citizens. Given the
high regard in which Paul Murphy’s integrity
and common sense are held by his peers and
fellow citizens, I have no doubts that even
after retirement, he will remain an influential
and respected leader in the community he so
proudly served.

Mayor Paul Murphy will preside over his last
city council meeting on Monday, March 24,
1997, before retiring from local government
service.
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Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Santa Fe Springs City Councilwoman
Betty Wilson, a good friend and distinguished
public servant. On March 21, 1997, Betty’s
colleagues on the Santa Fe Springs City
Council, family, and friends will gather to pay
tribute to her on the occasion of her retirement
from the city council.

Betty has devoted her entire life to public
service, and her record of accomplishments is
exemplary, extensive, and impressive. She
was first elected to the Santa Fe Springs City
Council at the city’s incorporation in May
1957. She served as the city’s first mayor, be-
coming the first woman to hold that office in
any city in Los Angeles County. She went on
to serve 10 more terms as mayor, completing
her 11th term in 1996.

In addition to her service on the city council,
Betty has been a member of several profes-
sional and community service organizations.
She served as chapter president of the Santa
Fe Springs Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Club, as a member of the Santa Fe
Springs Women’s Club, and as past president
of the Los Angeles County Division of the
League of California Cities, where she served
on the Revenue and Taxation Committee,
chairperson of the Human Resources Commit-
tee, and member of the Action Plan for Local
Government Task Force. She also served as
a member of the Los Angeles County Chil-
dren’s Services Task Force, and was instru-
mental in the establishment of a separate Chil-
dren’s Services Department within the County
of Los Angeles.

Betty has been involved in the Santa Fe
Springs Sister City Program for many years,
serving three terms as president. She is cur-
rently president emeritus of the Town Affili-
ation Association of the United States—Sister
Cities International, and serves as council liai-
son to the Santa Fe Springs Sister City Com-
mittee, Community Program Committee, and

Beautification Committee. She is also a mem-
ber of the advisory council for the Salvation
Army’s Transitional Living Center in Whittier,
CA.

Betty has received numerous awards for her
service, including recognition in Who’s Who in
American Women, and in Outstanding Civic
Leaders of America. She has received the
U.S. Air Force’s Award for Advancement of
Peace Through Air Power, the Women’s Club
Civic Award, the California Federation of Busi-
ness & Professional Women’s Club Citation
for outstanding service, the National Civic
Committee’s People to People Award, and the
Boy Scouts of America Good Scout Award.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I ask
my colleagues to join me in paying tribute to
my friend and colleague, a distinguished
woman and public servant, the Honorable
Betty Wilson, on the occasion of her retire-
ment from public office.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in commending five out-
standing officers of the Daly City Police De-
partment, in the 12th Congressional District of
California, on their receiving today the pres-
tigious 10851 Award for their efforts in com-
bating auto theft. The 10851 Award is named
after the California Vehicle Code section relat-
ing to auto theft and is presented to those law
enforcement officers who meet the rigid cri-
teria for vehicle theft recoveries and arrests of
suspects. Officers Chris Myhra, Lee Horton,
Joe Bocci, Thomas Prudden, and Gregg
Oglesby are being presented the award by the
California Highway Patrol and the California
State Automobile Association Inter-Insurance
Bureau.

While those of us who live in San Mateo
County have long felt a debt of gratitude to the
Daly City Police Department for exceptional
work in protecting the lives and property of our
friends and neighbors, we take special pride
today in witnessing the presentation of this
well-deserved award. Auto theft in San Mateo
County is a particularly serious problem. In
1996 alone over 2,500 vehicles were stolen,
costing insurance companies and policy-
holders nearly $13 million.

It is highly appropriate, therefore, that we
recognize those police officers who, through
their diligent efforts, have set the highest ex-
ample. As citizens of San Mateo County, we
can feel the improvement in our daily lives
provided by the Daly City Police Department.
This award serves to highlight their achieve-
ments and reminds us that our law enforce-
ment officers provide us with unparalleled pub-
lic service.

I invite my colleagues to join me in com-
mending and thanking Officers Myhra, Horton,
Bocci, Prudden, and Oglesby for their service
and dedication to the citizens of Daly City and
San Mateo County.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a special group of people, the
officers and graduates of the Union City Police
Department Drug Abuse Resistance Education
[D.A.R.E.] Program, who have chosen a path
which will provide a positive alternative to one
of the greatest ills of today’s society, drug
abuse. These selfless individuals have distin-
guished themselves through their commitment
to the future of the young people of Union
City. A commencement ceremony for this
year’s graduates will be held at the Park The-
ater in Union City on March 25 and 26 for the
public schools and March 27, 1997 for the pa-
rochial schools.

This joyous occasion will be the culmination
of an informative 17 week training program
during which these outstanding fifth grade stu-
dents will be placed on the road to becoming
vital members of their communities. When
they first entered the D.A.R.E. Program as
fourth graders, these exceptional young peo-
ple had acquired the majority of their knowl-
edge about drugs from either television or
their peers. Subsequently, the educational ex-
perience they have gained has increased their
personal determination to handle any obstacle
they may face.

The Union City Police Department’s
D.A.R.E. unit conducts a comprehensive pro-
gram which reinforces the importance of self-
esteem and the consequences of one’s ac-
tions, and equips each participant will the
skills to just say no to peer pressure when
confronted with the temptation to use drugs.
My hometown of Union City, located in Hud-
son County, NJ, has been recognized as the
most densely populated city in our great Na-
tion. The Union City D.A.R.E. Program is
proud to instruct over 1,800 eager children per
school year. These young people will undoubt-
edly become respected leaders of their com-
munity.

An undertaking as meaningful as the Union
City D.A.R.E. Program is never accomplished
through the efforts of one individual. This par-
ticular endeavor has been the result of the un-
wavering dedication of the officers in charge of
administering the program. Sergeant Alfonso
Mendez, and Detectives Mike Ortega, Octavio
Orozco, and Mike Garcia. These exceptional
gentleman have greatly contributed to the
well-being of Union City’s young people and
their families. Their unique contributions will
long be remembered by generations of resi-
dents who will take part in this highly success-
ful program.

It is an honor to recognize the officers of the
Union City Police Department’s D.A.R.E. Pro-
gram for 6 triumphant years of providing as-
sistance to the children of my district. Their
exceptional efforts will serve as a beacon of
hope for countless young people faced with
the temptation of drugs.
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